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“What’s Happening” at the Shelter 
June - July, 2012 

13th Annual Benefit Auction – A Success! 
 Months of calling potential donors and racing to 
pick up their items paid off for the 13th annual 
auction for Humane Society of Whitley County in 
May. 
 With nearly 100 live auction items and nearly 50 
silent auction items up for grabs, bidders donated 
more than $17,000 at this year’s auction. 
 Items of interest for anyone were up for auction, 
ranging from beautiful hand-made wood furniture to 
gift baskets, flying lessons, golf rounds and too 
many more to list. 
 Celebrities got into the mix as well, with Jimmy 
Buffett, Betty White, Dolly Parton, Ed Asner and 
Kevin Nealon sending autographed photos for the 
auction. 
 Auction organizer this year was Sandi Gray, a 
volunteer for the last few years who shouldered the 
weight of the auction organization. 
 “Sandi did an amazing job pulling the auction 
together,” said Lindsay Pease, director of the 
shelter. 
 The long hours and countless follow-up phone 
calls, made possible by the many volunteers who 
helped this year, was a great accomplishment. 
 The money raised will help provide food, shelter, 
bedding, medicine and more for the animals 
unfortunate enough to have to call the shelter their 
temporary home. 
 It’s a privilege to provide care for homeless 
animals and give them a second chance for a good 
life. 
 As board president Mark Espich stated, another 
year with a void of funding once provided by the 
county, the auction becomes ever more important 
to the shelter’s bottom line. 
 Fortunately, a near-full room of people at the 
Eagle Event Center stepped up to the plate and 
took a swing at their chance to assist the shelter. 
 “We are fortunate to have such a giving 
community. 
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Did You Know? 
 

Erasing myths about black dogs and cats 
Even though they make wonderful pets with 
great personalities, black dogs and cats are 
often overlooked for adoption, but why?  After 
all, the color of a pet's fur has no relationship 
to their ability to provide unconditional love, 
companionship and devotion.  Here are a 
couple of theories: 

• Bad photos hinder "love at first 
sight."  Black dogs and cats are harder 
to photograph because their eyes are 
close to the color of their fur and their 
facial expressions and personalities 
don't always shine through in pictures.  
That's a real disadvantage since many 
adopters "meet" their new best friends 
online. 

• Superstitions!  There are negative 
stereotypes about black cats and dogs 
that simply aren't true.  Just ask anyone 
who loves their beautiful black pet!  
They'll tell you about all the wonderful 
qualities their pets possess and that 
they wouldn't trade them for anything. 

What are you waiting for? Change their 
future—and the world—for homeless pets 

in black today.  
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Upcoming Events – July 2012: 
 

Canine Behavior Q&A (Free!) 
1st Tuesday of the Month at 6:00 p.m. 

 
At the Shelter, 951 South Line Street 

Here’s your chance to ask the experts, free of 
charge!  Canine Companions will be available 

to answer questions about dog behavior. 
Dogs should NOT be brought to this class.  A 

shelter dog will be part of demonstrations. 
To register, call Director Lindsay Pease at 

260-244-6664. 
 
 
 

Canine Parenting Classes (Free!) 
 3rd Monday of the Month at 6:00 p.m. 

 
At the Shelter, 951 South Line Street 
This free class covers crate training, 

housetraining, chewing, jumping, puppy 
nipping, and other basic house manners that 

both dog and owner should understand. 
Dogs should NOT be brought to this class.  A 
shelter dog will be part of demonstrations.   
To register, call Director Lindsay Pease at 

260-244-6664. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The NELSONS CHICKEN 
FUNDRAISER was great!  We 

raised $1000!! Thanks to 
everyone that helped out and 

stopped by!   We were set up at 
TSC and the Farmers Market 

with a road show.  
 

 
The Canine Carnival is 
scheduled this year for 

September 29th, stayed tuned 
for more details. 
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 2012 Pet Expo 
 
 
 

 

Cameron is a handsome 
tabby and white NEUTERED male 
who came to the shelter as a stray 
in April, 2012.  He is a sweet, shy 
little boy who loves attention and 
returns affection by rubbing your 
hands and touching noses!   
 

 
 
He is approximately 2 years old 
and will be a great companion.  
Come in and see Cameron soon, 
he’s ready to meet his new family 
and find a permanent home. 

What Matters Most…. 
 

 
 

Is How You See Yourself! 

 The Pet Expo is one of the biggest 
animal events in Northeast Indiana.  It 
is put on by the ASPCA in Fort 
Wayne and held at the Coliseum.     
 This two day event had several 
vendors from all over the area. They 
even had dock diving contest for all 
the dogs to attend. We had a 
successful turn out at our booth and 
received two dog application resulting 
in one adoption. It was well worth the 
time and energy to remind the public 
of our cause.  Thank you to the 
following people who represented us 
at the Expo. Stacey Keily, Katie 
Rossiter, Destin Furnas, Kris Wilz, 
and Natalie Espich. 
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Missy’s Story: 
 
She is one of our sweetest resident cats… 
Missy is a young female, approximately 1 year 
old.  She was left at the shelter in November 
2011 by a previous owner who wasn’t able to 
care for her. 
 

 
 
Missy has a great personality.  With just a little 
coaxing, she will curl up on a warm lap and 
spend time bonding with a friendly human.  
She enjoys one-on-one attention most, 
probably because she had the love of a home 
and family at one time.  We believe Missy 
deserves a second chance to have a 
permanent home. 
 
Not only is Missy a beautiful, spayed girl with a 
silky black coat and bright green eyes, she 
also has extra toes on her front paws, making 
her a polydactyl, meaning “many digits”.  Her 
front paws look like tiny black mittens! 
 

 
 
If you’ve overlooked black cats in the past as 
many people do, come to the shelter and meet 
Missy.  Stay awhile and get to know this 
special girl.  She’s waiting for the right person 
to take her home. 

SAMMY 
 

 

Sammy is a 1 to 2 year old male Puggle 
(Pug/Beagle-cross) who is just full of 
fun energy! Sammy is very silly when 
he is given a toy to play with, he will try 
to hide it somewhere for safe keeping. 
This boy will be a playful family pet, but 
is equally happy just leaning against his 
person for a good scratch. Sammy has 
been at the shelter longer than any 
other dog, and this has us baffled!  He 
is very handsome, loving and intelligent, 
and our Shelter Trainer is convinced he 
will be a perfect family dog.  Please 
come in to meet Sammy he is a gem!  
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Why Pets Help Kids  
Kids love their pets -- and for good reason. 
Creatures large and small teach, delight, and offer 
a special kind of companionship.  
Everyone knows that kids love animals. A quick 
safari through your child's bedroom will remind 
you just how densely imaginary critters populate 
the storybooks, movies, music, toys, decor, and 
clothes of childhood. In real life, the amount of 
money we spend on our pets has nearly doubled 
in the past 10 years, rising to more than $38 
billion, according to the American Pet Products 
Manufacturers Association. That figure dwarfs the 
toy business ($23 billion) and candy industry ($24 
billion).  
Overall, an estimated 4 in 10 children begin life in 
a family with domestic animals, and as many as 
90 percent of all kids live with a pet at some point 
during their childhood, says Gail F. Melson, PhD, 
professor emeritus of developmental studies at 
Purdue University, in Indiana, and the author of 
Why the Wild Things Are: Animals in the Lives of 
Children.  
When I was growing up, I always had at least one 
dog padding beside me on every adventure, and 
my wife was raised with always at least one dog in 
the family as well. So we planned all along to 
make animals a part of our child's life, and we are 
delighted by how enthusiastically our sons have 
embraced pets.  
Like most parents, my wife and I counted on the 
commonsense idea that having pets around would 
help teach our sons responsibility, and maybe 
empathy. But we've also learned that the 
presence of animals in our family helps foster 
emotional, cognitive, social, and physical 
development. And I've discovered there's plenty of 
solid evidence to back that up.  
    - Mark Espich  
 
 

 

Take the Bite Out of 
Flea and Tick Season  
 

  
Tick Season  
They may be tiny enough to fit on the head of 
a pin, but fleas and ticks can cause big 
problems for dogs and their owners. In one 
day a single flea can bite your dog more than 
400 times, consuming more than its body 
weight of your pet's blood. And before it's 
through, a female flea can lay hundreds of 
eggs on your unsuspecting pooch, making him 
the unwitting host of many future flea 
generations.  
The resulting itching and scratching of flea 
bites can lead to skin irritations, allergic 
reactions, open sores, and even fur loss. Tick 
bites aren't just irritating, they may transmit 
diseases such as Lyme Disease and Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever. And ticks can give 
those same infections to you.  
When to treat your dog  
Flea and tick season starts when the 
temperature rises above freezing at night—
usually in late spring. It continues through 
summer and is often at its worst in September 
and October. Fleas thrive in temperatures 
between 65º and 80ºF and in conditions of 
high humidity. The best time to treat your dog 
is before these pests start laying eggs and 
biting, although many veterinarians believe 
that applying monthly spot-on treatments year 
round is the most effective approach.  
Do your research  
Improved products have made it easier to 
control fleas and ticks safely. Today, treating 
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  Take the Bite Out of Flea and 
Tick Season  . . . continued 
 
your dog preventatively usually takes care of 
the problem. Unless you have a serious 
infestation, you no longer need to spray the 
house and yard.  
There are dozens of brands of flea and tick 
products available at supermarkets, pet 
supply stores, and veterinary offices. These 
include shampoos, spot-ons, sprays, wipes, 
collars, and dusts. Some, such as shampoos, 
may not have any residual effect to help 
eliminate a current infestation. Whichever 
you choose, read the label carefully and 
consult with your vet before using them. 
Remember, some products contain 
ingredients that may be harmful to pets and 
children, especially if used inappropriately.  
Take these precautions to keep you and 
your dog safe:  
Follow directions exactly. If the product is 
for dogs, don't use it on your cat or other 
pets. If the label says use weekly, don't use it 
daily. If the product is for the house or yard, 
don't apply it directly on your pet.  
Protect yourself. Use protective gloves 
when applying. After applying any product, 
wash your hands immediately with soap and 
water.  
Watch for side effects. If your pet shows 
symptoms of illness after treatment, call your 
veterinarian. Symptoms of poisoning may 
include poor appetite, depression, vomiting, 
diarrhea, or excessive salivation.  
Check your dog regularly. Comb your pet 
with a flea comb, vacuum often, and dispose 
of the bags immediately after use. Also, mow 
areas of the lawn where your dog spends 
time, wash pet bedding weekly, and bathe 
your pet with a pet shampoo recommended 
by your veterinarian. If your dog spends time 
in wooded areas or fields with tall grass and 
weeds, check thoroughly for ticks.  
Above all, keep your dog healthy. Fleas and 
other parasites have less effect on healthy 
pets and tend to live on those that have weak 
immune systems. And keep in mind that the 
best flea control is flea prevention. 
!Reprinted from Pedigree.com 
w/permission  
 

    There are some people in life that can 
fill any void… 
    I have honestly never met anyone that 
is more committed and works as hard as 
Sandy Grube. When the shelter was first 
built, Sandy and her daughter Stacey, 
volunteered on a regular basis.  
Throughout the years Sandy has been 
and continues to be one of the smiling 
face here. Sandy wears many hats at the 
shelter and still manages to donate her 
time to events. She plays a key role in 
many events like, the Plant Sale and 
headed up the Kids Club last year. She 
does many things behind the scenes 
that make the shelter a better place.  
The contributions of Sandy go above 
and beyond and it has certainly shown.  
Sandy is a pillar in our foundation. Next 
time you see Sandy please thank her for 
the contributions she has made here.  
She makes a difference everyday.                     
        - Lindsay Pease 
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Thank You for Your Support! 
 

We are truly grateful to everyone who 
contributes time, supplies, or cash to help 

support the animals at the shelter.  We could 
not continue to care for the animals without 

your help! 
 
 
 

Those we wish to thank 
 

 
 

Be a Volunteer! 
It’s a great feeling to help enrich the lives of 

homeless dogs and cats.  Come to the shelter 
and find out how you can help! 
Those of us who do it, love it! 

 
Show your support with a Whitley 
County Humane Society T-Shirt 

Stop into the shelter and pick up one of our 
new T-shirts for $10! 

 
Get your dog Professionally Groomed 

Joy’s Dog Grooming now offers grooming 
services at the Whitley County Shelter.  All 

proceeds go to the shelter.  Call 244-6664 for 
an appointment for your dog on any 

Wednesday from 10am to 6pm. 
 

Let us sell your items on Ebay! 
Tax-deductible for you, and proceeds for us!  

Bring your items such as antiques, old working 
computer games, old unique toys, used 

working cell phones, anything with at least a 
$25 value (no clothing or personal items) 

 
Send us your best pet photo 

We plan to print a 2013 calendar, with cute pet 
photos.  There’s still room to include your best 

friend’s photo! 
 

Our Wish List: 
 
Volunteers!  to walk dogs on Sunday, Tuesday 

and Saturday evenings at 5:00 pm 
 

Volunteers!  to take dogs through Canine 
Companion classes on Wednesday evenings 

at 5:30 and 6:00 pm 
 
 Bleach 13-gal trash bags 
 Paper Towels Toilet Paper 
 HE laundry soap Dryer sheets 
 Postage stamps Cat litter 
 Cat litter Batteries (all sizes) 
 Disinfectant wipes Cat scratching posts 
 Canned dog food Cotton balls & Q-tips 

Rachel Mix  
Bernard Caley  
Nancy Walker  
Donald & Sharlene Berkshire  
Bob & Verginia Stanley  
Lori Boggs  
Ruth Stanley  
Laura King  
John Stanley  
Marcia Clupper  
Sara or Jonathan Cox  
Cox Farms  
Marilyn Murphy  
Amber Deckard  
Bobby & Bonnie Lauagie  
June Niccum  
Sharon McMaken  
David Harris  
Karen Sweeney  
Norma Hawk  
Lore Wolfe  
Mary Winebrenner  
Rosemary Bienz  
Phyllis & John Myers  
M. A. Mitchell  
Mark Espich  
Jim & Kathy Stanley  
William & Lisa Hinton  
Tracy & Renee Egolf  
Bernard Caley  
John & April Hawkins  
Mary Fries  
Mary Palmer  
Jeffrey Jurgess  
Terry Jurgess  
Pat & Bruce Stach  
Myrna Bailey  
Phil & Jeanne Keirn  
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We’re Waiting for Someone Special to 
Take Us Home… 

     
      

 
  

 
            

 

2012 Board of Directors 
 
 
Mark Espich, President Dan Stauffer 
Chris Meyers Laurel Steill 
Sandi Gray Joanne Heriter 
Laura Underwood Larry Trumbull  
Loretta Benner - Treasurer  
Danette Till - Secretary 
 

WE NEED YOU and YOUR KIDS!   
We are looking for volunteers to walk in 
the parades!  Churubusco Turtle Days 
Parade June 23rd and Old Settlers Day 

Parade June 30th. 
 We plan on dressing the kids up as 
little puppies and kitties.  If you are 

interested  
PLEASE LET US KNOW!!!  

 
 

 
What a beauty! CRYSTAL came here as a stray 
in February 2012. She is all white with golden 
eyes, a unique and pretty combination! Crystal is 
friendly and playful, loves attention and is about a 
year old. Crystal has been SPAYED and will be a 
great companion, stop in and see her today! 
 

.  
MISSY is a gorgeous SPAYED female with a black 
silky coat. She came to the shelter at the end of 
November, 2011 as a stray. Missy is VERY friendly and 
loves to be loved! She is ~1 year old and has extra toes 
on her front paws! Missy is a perfect lap cat and will be 
a great companion for the lucky person who gets to take 
her home. 
 

 
MARSHALL is a very handsome orange 
male tabby who came to the shelter in June 
2012 as a stray. We estimate he was born 
in early 2011. Marshall looks like a little lion, 
and has extra toes on his front paws! He is 
gentle and loving and loves to curl up on a 
warm lap. Come in and meet this beautiful 
boy today! 
 

 
TEX is a beautiful champagne buff color 
male kitten, born approximately April 2012. 
He is a naturally a little shy, but loves to play 
with feather toys and enjoys running around 
with the other kittens in his litter. Tex came 
to the shelter as a stray, and is now ready to 
join a permanent family. If you’re looking for 
a sweetheart who will grow into a beautiful 
cat, come see Tex! 

 




